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The Glaser Weil Trusts and Estates Department is a full service, Los Angeles based group of attorneys able to handle 
all aspects of estate and gift planning, succession planning, post death administration for individual and corporate 
trustees and personal representatives, and all aspects of trust and probate litigation. We work in a team approach 
and are able to pull resource from all departments of our firm to address every issue that can come up during life 
and after death.

Trusts & Estates

ESTATE PLANNING

Our planning services range from basic estate planning, such 
as creating trusts, wills, powers of attorney and advance 
health care directives, to more complex planning that often 
includes the creation of family limited partnerships, limited 
liability companies, charitable remainder trusts and other 
irrevocable trusts for tax planning, succession planning, and 
other estate planning objectives. Our estate planning attorneys 
take a proactive approach in counseling a diverse number of 
high net-worth individuals and families to counsel to assist 
them in planning, transferring and preserving wealth for 
future generations. Providing balanced, yet creative and highly 
personalized service, our estate planning lawyers help clients 
handle a wide range of sophisticated planning issues in a 
tax-efficient, cost-effective fashion. Glaser Weil attorneys are not 
only knowledgeable and skilled, but also sensitive to the many 
issues that have the potential to complicate family matters. Our 
attorneys pride themselves on making the often emotionally 
charged estate planning process understandable and accessible.

Our attorneys are also committed to counseling clients on how 
to best adapt to a rapidly changing tax and economic climate. 
With this in mind, our substantial experience includes California 
probate/trust law and its ramifications for tax issues, as well as 
the administration of estate plans. 

TRUST ADMINISTRATION/PROBATE

The administration component of our practice includes all 
aspects of probate settlement and trust administration. Our 
experience and expertise allows us to handle administrations “in 
house,” including preparation of accountings and preparation 
and/or review of estate tax returns. The experience of our 
attorneys in this area distinguishes us from other practitioners 
and makes our Trust Administration Attorneys uniquely qualified 
to assist all of our clients’ needs. Because of our impressive 
track record, banks, trust companies and other fiduciaries often 
rely on our advice in connection with the administration of highly 
complex issues.

TRUST AND PROBATE LITIGATION

Utilizing the attorneys of our department and depth of highly 
seasoned litigators and trial attorneys throughout our firm, our 
Trusts & Estates department is able to handle any size litigation 
with any number of complexities. Our attorneys have successfully 
conducted trust litigation and probate related trials in the 
probate courts throughout Southern California, including Los 
Angeles County, Ventura County, Orange County, Santa Barbara 
County, Riverside County, and San Bernardino County. We 
have an excellent record in handling trust and probate matters 
involving beneficiary disputes, contested inheritance rights, 
disputed creditor claims, breaches of fiduciary duty, estate or 
trust property with environmental issues, will and trust contests, 
capacity issues, claims of undue influence, financial elder abuse, 
contested powers of attorney, contested accountings, fraudulent 
transfers, partition actions and many other areas. We are known 
for being tough, fair, efficient but caring. This has earned us 
the respect of clients, colleagues, opposing counsel and, most 
importantly, the judges before whom we appear. In addition, 
our attorneys have excelled in many difficult cases where others 
have failed.

High net-worth individuals, families, beneficiaries and fiduciaries 
need sound assistance in protecting, strengthening and 
transferring wealth and assets from one generation to the next 
and protecting interests under trust or other probate instruments 
following death. This is why more and more high-net worth 
families and respected fiduciaries rely on Glaser Weil’s Trusts 
and Estates lawyers to provide them with individualized guidance 
tailored for their unique situation. 

Because the selection of a trust and estates lawyer, for planning, 
litigation, administration or other needs, is one that requires 
confidence in the chosen professional, we encourage you to 
give us a call to discuss your needs. In the alternative, you 
may fill out our request for information form to learn if we can 
be assistance to you and the unique aspects of your planning, 
administration or other estate related needs.
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We are frequently called upon to counsel organizations 
sponsored by police, fire and other government agencies to form 
charitable foundations that offer benefits to public servants and 
their families. These organizations require accommodations of 
unique political and administrative factors. The Firm provides 
advice on all tax-related issues for a number of museums, 
religious institutions and community organizations. 

Glaser Weil’s skill in addressing complex tax issues has fueled our successful representation of a wide and eclectic 
range of public and private nonprofit and 501(c)(3) organizations. We assist charitable, educational and a variety of 
tax-exempt organizations with all organizational and operational aspects of obtaining and maintaining their tax-exempt 
status. Because of our technical depth and practical experience working with nonprofit organizations, the Firm 
has been instrumental in the formation and ongoing operation of some of our country’s largest philanthropic and 
charitable organizations, as well as private charitable foundations. 

TRUSTS & ESTATES

Charitable & Exempt Organizations
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The Glaser Weil Tax attorneys are adept at conceiving and 
structuring transactions to minimize state and local taxes, in 
multiple areas of enormous concern in California. Our lawyers 
routinely resolve a myriad of complex and unique issues 
arising out of the character of income, sales and property tax 
exemptions and the existence of tax situs. Our clients include 
citizens of foreign countries who receive income from California-
based transactions, international financial institutions, foreign 
investors in California real estate, as well as U.S. businesses and 
residents of other states with business interests in California.

In addition, our lawyers have considerable experience in federal 
matters and successfully represent clients before federal courts 
and agencies. We regularly negotiate settlements with the 
IRS involving disputed taxes, and also pursue administrative 
appeals in complicated tax matters. The fact that several key tax 
partners served as trial attorneys for the IRS and the Tax Division 
of the Department of Justice further enhances the sophisticated 
representation and comprehensive value that we offer clients.

Glaser Weil’s Tax lawyers are veterans of decades of tax law and 
have represented clients with significant tax controversies. The 
strength of the Tax Department is our team of tax professionals – 
the mastery, experience, enthusiasm, imagination and client care 
we bring to bear in solving client problems is apparent in every 
matter we address

The State of California imposes a complex morass of taxes on business and non-business income, property, sales, 
insurance, gaming, fuel and numerous other activities. The Firm’s proven ability to structure and operate businesses 
in the most tax-efficient manner possible is vital to our clients’ business and personal success.

TRUSTS & ESTATES

Federal, State & Local Tax  
Strategies & Planning
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The Firm’s litigation and appeals track record in tax is 
fueled by the unique combination of resolve, skill — and an 
unbridled commitment to the resolution of our client’s most 
difficult matters. As a result, the Firm’s tax litigation team 
has represented a diverse range of individual, corporate and 
institutional clients confronting assorted tax issues throughout 
California and North America.

The Firm’s seasoned tax litigators successfully represent clients 
in audits by the IRS and various state taxing agencies. When 
necessary, we effectively litigate those cases in the appropriate 
federal, state and administrative courts. The Firm has extensive 
expertise in the litigation of state and local taxes, including 
taxes assessed against commercial and industrial developments 
and properties, such as resorts, golf courses, sanitary landfills, 
refineries and shopping centers. Glaser Weil also resolves 
disputes involving insurance premium taxes, gaming taxes, sales 
and use taxes, as well as the application of various municipal 
business license and franchise taxes.

Whether handling an entire tax controversy or a discrete element, 
the tax litigation and appeals team has the experience and 
expertise to achieve optimal results for clients using all available 
administrative procedures and in the most efficient manner. In 
litigation, the Firm’s familiarity with the substantive, procedural 
and evidentiary rules allows our lawyers to counsel clients with 
a coherent and consistent strategy to obtain a desired resolution 
when trial is unavoidable.

Glaser Weil’s Tax Litigation and Appeals practice integrates the rich trial talents of the Firm’s experienced litigators 
with business acumen and common sense. We never lose sight of our clients’ best interests and goals. Clients turn 
to Glaser Weil to handle their critical tax litigation and appeals matters where the stakes are high, the challenges 
formidable and the issues intricate and complex.

TRUSTS & ESTATES

Tax Litigation & Appeals


