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The National Law Journal has selected 100 business leaders?; are they thought leaders on
lawyers who shape the legal world through their important legal issues? (Ilcons throughout this
work in the courtroom, at the negotiating table, in  report indicating the qualities we feel the lawyers
the classroom or in government. They have taken best embody.)

on major legal battles and orchestrated the biggest We limited selections in a few ways, focusing
corporate deals. They've tackled unpopular causes on accomplishments since 2006, the last time we
and helped run giant corporations. published the 100 Most Influential Lawyers list.
The lawyers here were chosen by the NLJ's Judges weren't eligible, nor were members of
editors, aided by nominations from the legal Congress or the president. This list is for practicing
community and research by our reporting staff. attorneys, members of the legal academy and
We asked several key guestions to help judge officials in law-centric government positions
the influence of lawyers profiled: How deep were (elected or otherwise).
their political connections?; what kind of results Our goal, in the end, was to identify members
did they achieve for clients?; how far and how of law's power elite. Meet the 100 members in the
effective was their media reach?; have they been pages that follow.

ROBERT SHAPIRD

PARTNER, GLASER WEIL, LOS ANGELES

Inside the courtroom, Robert Shapiro, 70, a partner at
Glaser Weil Fink Jacobs Howard Avchen & Shapiro, has
earned a reputation as one of the best civil and criminal
defense attorneys in the country. He’s represented O.J.
Simpson, Christian Brando, Robert Evans and Steve
Wynn. Shapiro has built an equally strong reputation by
giving everyday people greater access to legal documents
through the company he co-founded, LegalZoom.com. The
company seeks to provide a lower-cost alternative to legal
needs, providing an online service to help with everything
from trademarks to last wills.
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