
event highlights

Event Highlights

NHM hosted an exciting roster of events this 
fall, including the VIP Sleepover, which had  
a pirate theme, and Haunted Museum, which 
celebrated the Wizard of Awes in all corners  
of the Museum.

VIP Sleepover

1   NMH President and Director Jane Pisano, NHM 
Trustee Steve and Peggy Davis, Paige and NHM Trustee 
David Glickman, and NHM Trustee Gregg Martin, spend 
the night at the Museum.

2   NHM Trustee Nancy and John Edwards, and James 
and Maggie Mason, party with the dinosaurs.

3   Pam King, Julietta Perez, Cristina Perez, Ylianna  
Guerrero, Laurie Smith, and Janet Labrador camp  
in front of the Arctic diorama.

4   Vikings, John Wahlquist and Cathy Davis, invade NHM.

5   Jessica, Logan, and Kylie Azizzadeh, with Marilyn  
Wallace and Sami Freedman, enjoy the Museum after hours.

6   NHM newlyweds Christine Chen and Robert Kennedy 
find that even a lecture about rats can be romantic.

7   Parker, Hudson, Kevin, and Ashley Douglass explore 
the Museum together.

Haunted Museum

8   Greg, Mary, and Ronan Baerg, in the spirit of  
“Somewhere over the rainbow, bluebirds fly.”

9   David Coher with son Abe in search of Glinda the 
Good Witch.

10   NHM Alliance Vice President  Joel, Sherry, Brandy, 
and Jack Siegel  on the Yellow Brick Road.

11   NHM Governor Mark Dundee with daughter Gracie 
look for Toto.

12   Thomas, Jenny, and Oliver Lennon discover it’s not 
easy being green.

Lynn Booth, Grand Centennial 
Celebration Honorary Chair

Lynn Booth was first introduced to NHM 
through her late husband, Otis Booth, who was 
a passionate, long-term leader of the Museum. 
Last year, Lynn and the other trustees of the 
Otis Booth Foundation memorialized Otis by 
sponsoring the Otis Booth Pavilion,  
a spectacular new entry for NHM.  In June,  
she’ll watch as it is unveiled at NHM’s Grand 
Centennial Celebration in the company of  
family and long-time friends and NHM donors.

Tell me about the role of NHM in your life?

When I married Otis in 2002, he had been 
on NHM’s Board of Trustees for 30 years, 
and he was passionate about NHM. He was 
an outdoorsman. He loved birds and fishing, 
and traveling to exotic places like India. NHM 
appealed to those interests.  Plus, he loved the 
people he worked with, and they became our 
very good friends. I cannot tell you how many 
meetings about NHM were held in my living 
room.

Otis was known for envisioning NHM’s future. 
What was his vision?

Otis was important to NHM in so many  
ways. He was instrumental in building the  
endowment, and he knew they needed to  
capture people’s attention and imagination  
so that they would better appreciate the  
Museum’s great collections, and see what a 
treasure it is for Los Angeles.

 
What excited you about the new entry?

The Otis Booth Pavilion will be a beacon for 
the entire community. Having the fin whale 
behind the glass diving through space will be 
stunning. It will transform the Museum by 
making it more visible and welcoming  
for children and adults to come see all the  
wonderful exhibitions. Otis would have  
been very proud.

 
Are you excited about the Grand Centennial 
Celebration?

It is going to be fabulous, and it will be great  
to have all the family there. It will be a nice 
tribute to their father and grandfather.  
We’ll also see lots of friends. I understand 
there will be tables throughout the Museum, 
and then we’ll go outside for a light show on 
the building. It will be spectacular. My won-
derful honorary co-chairs, Dick and Marcia 
Volpert, and I can sit there and applaud!
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a dinner for friends of the Museum and 
elected officials, I would start their tour  
with this model.  It captured everyone’s  
imagination.

What keeps you involved with NHM?

NHM is a real public asset, and I’ve always 
found important ways to contribute to its 
vitality.  Plus, I’m passionate about the  
preservation of history in a city that hasn’t 
always valued its past.  This Museum is a  
repository of information on how L.A. got  
to be what it is.  Our new exhibit, Becoming 
L.A., will do a very good job of showing this.

You’ve given a lot to NHM. What has NHM 
given you?

I’ve learned a great deal about the natural 
world and curatorial work.  I’ve gotten to  
peek behind the scenes in places like the 
beetle room.  That’s where the taxidermists 
put the remains of what they’re working on, 
and the beetles chew the bones clean.   
It’s fascinating. I encourage more people  
to partake of what this Museum can offer,  
and I remind them to tell the County Board  
of Supervisors how valuable NHM is for  
our community.

donor spotlight

Dick Volpert, President,  
NHM Board of Governors  
and Grand Centennial  
Celebration Honorary Chair 

It’s hard to imagine a modern NHM without 
Dick Volpert. He first visited the Museum in  
the 1960’s as a young attorney searching for  
historical photographs for covers of the Los  
Angeles Bar Journal. Since, he has served 
nearly four decades on the Board of Trustees, 
including six as President, and 16 years as  
President of the Board of Governors.

How is NHM different from what it was like 
in 1960?

In those days, the rotunda was boarded up, 
and you couldn’t see the Judson glass ceiling 
because it was dark and covered.  The Three 
Muses statue was boarded up too.  In 2010, 
after we opened the restored Haaga Family 
Rotunda, we held a reception with the doors 
open to the Rose Garden.  If you had arrived 
blindfolded, you would have thought you  
were in New York or Paris.  It was stunning.

Does anything in NHM’s collection hold  
special meaning for you?

I’m fascinated by the model of downtown L.A. 
that was built as a WPA project from 1938-
40.  Most of the streets are the same as today 
but Bunker Hill was 30 feet higher and full 
of housing.  The freeways hadn’t been built.  
There are two places on the model that help 
orient you: City Hall, which was the city’s  
tallest building, and the Biltmore Hotel on 
Pershing Square.  For years, when we’d have  

campaign update $��108,200,000
raised so far in the NHM Next Campaign. 
That’s 80% toward our goal of $135 million! 

Looking for more news  
about NHM Next?

Visit our new website  
at nhm.org/nhmnext for  
additional information 
about our projects and 
ways to give.
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on staff when the NHM opened its doors in 1913.

EMPLOYEES

334 staff members
in 2013.

GRAND CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
 
The Museum is grateful to the following donors for their  
support of the Grand Centennial Celebration on June 8, 2013

Honorary Chairs                                                    
Lynn Booth
Marcia and Richard Volpert

100th Anniversary Chairs                                                              
Lynn and Douglas Brengel
Janet and Michael Fourticq
Heather and Paul Haaga
Sarah Meeker Jensen
Mrs. Kenneth Leventhal
Joan A. Payden
Jane and Mark Pisano
Allison and Richard Roeder
Carol and Kevin Sharer

Opening Night 
Celebration Chairs
Molly and Neal Brockmeyer
Victoria and 
Jean-Marc Chapus
Stephen and Margaret Davis
Nancy and John Edwards
Kathryne and William Garland
Ilene and Stanley Gold
Karen and James Hoffman
Diane Naegele
Marla and Drew Sobel
Cindy and Sheldon Stone
Elizabeth Thornton Troy

Honorary Dinner 
Committee Chairs
Lynda and Blaine Fetter
Connie and John Gavin
Erika J. Glazer
Joan and John Hotchkis
Merle and Peter Mullin
Carla and Fred Sands
Geneva and Chuck 
Thornton, Jr.
Anne and Don Webb

Dinner Committee 
Corporate Chairs
Cinnabar California, Inc.
CO Architects
Cordell Corporation
Gallagher & Associates
Hasbro Studios
IBE Consulting Engineers
Lexington Design + 
Fabrication
Matt Construction
Novum Structures, LLC
Phil Fraley Productions

Dinner Committee
Wallis Annenberg
Kevin G. Clifford
Leonard and Pamela Schaeffer

Benefactor
The Flora L. Thornton 
Foundation

Patron
California Community 
Foundation
John and Kathy Kissick
Elaine Kramer and 
Al Latham
Lisa and Gregg Martin
Don and Mo Rolfe
Michael Stern and 
Antonia Hernandez

Patron Pair
Connie Abell and Herb 
Ehrmann
Fred and Sue Christie
Charles Thomas Munger
Leonard and Susan Nimoy
The Suzanne and Ric Kayne 
Foundation
Norman and Victoria 
Williamson
Peg Yorkin

Grand Centennial Celebration 
presented by JPMorgan 
Chase & Co.

Centennial Safari 
 
Our visitor experience is at the core of our amazing 
NHM Next transformation, and we can think of no 
better experience for our science-loving Members 
than an evening of intimate access to our collections, 
our curators, our performers, and our usually hidden 
Museum spaces.  Join us for a “safari” around NHM  
like you’ve never seen before.  Our staff is going all out 
to show you rarely seen items from our collection of 
more than 35 million objects and specimens, many of 
them accessioned in the early days of the Museum.  As 
we kick off our 100th Anniversary year, we want you to 
to be a part of the celebration of our past and our most-
promising future.  Please mark your calendars for the 
Centennial Safari on February 23, 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm. 
 
Free for Patron Family members ($210 annually)  
and higher.  To RSVP, go to NHM.ORG/safari-rsvp.  
To upgrade your membership, please call  
(213) 763-3426 or go to NHM.ORG/renew.


