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Influential Women In IP Law: Adrian Pruetz 

By Vin Gurrieri 

Law360, New York (October 23, 2014, 6:57 PM ET) --  

For more than three decades, Glaser Weil Fink Howard Avchen & Shapiro LLP 
partner Adrian M. Pruetz has successfully represented clients such as Vizio 
Inc., Nike Inc. and Roche Molecular Systems Inc. in contentious and 
sometimes precedent-setting intellectual property matters, earning her a 
place among Law360's Influential Women In IP Law. 
 
Based in Los Angeles, Pruetz is the chair of Glaser Weil's intellectual property 
department, and her practice encompasses patent, trademark, trade dress 
and copyright disputes, a variety that keeps her work interesting. 
 
"They all inform each other in regards to the things you learn and the skills 
you develop," she said. "Patent cases can be very structured, [whereas] the 
flow of the others can be very different. The mix keeps things fresh." 
 
In one of her biggest successes, Pruetz led the team that helped Roche Molecular Systems win a 
judgment invalidating three Stanford University HIV-monitoring patents and defeating Stanford's 
multimillion-dollar patent infringement claims. 
 
The Federal Circuit affirmed the ruling in October 2009, and Pruetz was counsel of record on Roche's 
behalf when the case was heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. The high court issued a 7-2 opinion in June 
2011 that upheld the Federal Circuit's affirmation of the lower court's judgment. 
 
As part of their ruling, the justices determined that the Bayh-Dole Act — which allows universities, 
nonprofits and small-business contractors to retain rights to federally funded inventions, with the aim of 
commercializing the technology — does not change the ordinary rules of patent assignment and merely 
clarifies the priority of rights between the government and the contractor to inventions implicitly owned 
by the inventor. 
 
In another case, Pruetz was lead counsel defending Vizio against infringement claims brought by Oplus 
Technologies Ltd. Vizio had been accused of violating a pair of patents that cover the use of a specific 
type of computer chip used in televisions and DVD players to process video signals. 
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In October 2013, U.S. District Judge Mariana Pfaelzer awarded Vizio summary judgment of 
noninfringement on both patents. One of the patents was also invalidated after the judge found that 
Oplus lacked sufficient evidence to support its claims. 
 
Jerry Huang, Vizio's general counsel, lauded Pruetz's commitment to understanding the company's 
philosophy while remaining sensitive to the company's concerns. 
 
"She has a good sense of judgment and priority with the right level of touch in all aspects of a case,” 
Huang said. “The results speak for themselves. I can rest easy knowing she's overseeing a case." 
 
In another case before Judge Pfaelzer, Pruetz also scored a win for Nero Inc. while acting as lead counsel 
for the company in an infringement action brought by JVC Kenwood Corp. over several optical disc 
patents. 
 
In July 2013, Nero was awarded summary judgment when Judge Pfaelzer agreed with the company's 
argument that the defense of patent exhaustion applied to JVC's claims that Nero induced infringement 
by selling its disc-burning software to end-users of DVDs and Blu-rays. 
 
JVC had asserted 14 patents in the case but voluntarily dismissed five of them before the judge awarded 
Nero a judgment of noninfringement on the remaining nine. JVC appealed the ruling to the Federal 
Circuit as to six of the patents-in-suit, and Pruetz is once again representing Nero in the appeal. 
 
Pruetz's lists of successes continues: She acted as lead counsel for Nike when it overcame trademark 
infringement claims in a 2005 case brought by rival Adidas America Inc. over Nike's right to use two 
stripes on athletic apparel and footwear. 
 
And she obtained a defense victory for 911 support services provider Intrado Inc. in a patent 
infringement and indemnity case brought by AT&T Mobility LLC that was adjudicated in a binding 
arbitration before a panel of three retired federal judges. 
 
"She's brilliant," Intrado's assistant general counsel Michael Johannesen said of Pruetz. "She's the best 
outside counsel I've ever worked with. Adrian's willing to listen to clients to make sure she's doing what 
clients want." 
 
Pruetz described herself as a "hands-on" lawyer who takes time to learn about her clients, their 
businesses and their technologies. She noted that maintaining constant communication with clients is an 
essential element in representing them. 
 
"Most clients want someone interested in their issues, capable and prepared to do a good job," she said. 
"Clients don't like surprises. They like to have input and like to be informed. You should never take a 
client for granted." 
 
Pruetz said that for her, the most enjoyable part of being an attorney is the environment of a 
courtroom. Every good trial lawyer inevitably has to make choices, such as how to teach difficult 
concepts to a jury in a manner that respects their intelligence, she said. 
 
"I look at every case as a new challenge," she said. "When I go into court, I have really studied, vetted all 
the issues and read all the depositions. Being in court appeals to me the most — communicating with a 



 

 

judge and jury, being in the moment." 
 
Preparation is a harbinger of success, according to Pruetz, who noted she often brings in mock juries 
before trials to gauge the success of potential arguments by listening to the groups' deliberations. 
 
That work comes in handy during trials, where "every day, something happens that's unexpected." 
 
"You can go into a trial with a whole big plan, but cases always evolve," Pruetz said. "That's where 
preparation comes in. A losing strategy is to have only one and never alter it." 
 
After graduating from Marquette University Law School in 1982, Pruetz had no idea that she wanted to 
get into intellectual property law but got interested in the practice area very quickly. 
 
She spent 11 years at Morrison & Foerster LLP. After that stint ended in 1994, Pruetz spent nearly 13 
years at Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan LLP, where she was head of the firm's intellectual property 
practice group. 
 
She left Quinn Emanuel in early 2007 to form Pruetz Law Group LLP alongside her daughter, Erica Van 
Loon, herself an accomplished intellectual property attorney and also now a partner at Glaser Weil. 
 
In starting her own firm, Pruetz found that her practice didn't change very much; she was still handling 
many of the same types of high-profile IP cases as she had at the larger firms. 
 
"We just kept expanding and eventually realized that we needed a bigger platform," she said. 
 
In late 2011, Pruetz Law Group joined forces with Glaser Weil, a place Pruetz says offered her autonomy 
over her practice and flexibility on billing rates and alternate billing methods. 
 
"We chose them because it was not a large firm," Pruetz said. "It's a very comfortable place to practice." 
 
Pruetz said she's been fortunate to be surrounded by reasonable people and has experienced little 
conflict with her colleagues throughout her career. 
 
"If you hire the right people that are dedicated to their work, you can work anything out," she said. "Our 
whole team is very close, people are genuinely interested in each other's lives." 
 
She also said she's had nothing but positive experiences along the way dealing with clients, in-house 
counsel and scientists, who have always shown her "the utmost respect." 
 
Early on, however, it was not uncommon for Pruetz to be underestimated by opponents' counsel, 
something she says turned into one of her greatest advantages. 
 
"There's nothing better for a litigator than to be underestimated," she said. "If [opposing] counsel 
wanted to spend time on other cases, I was fine with that." 
 
And she recalled an instance in law school when she was confronted with a negative stereotype. As she 
already had two young children, Pruetz said that a classmate told her, "You shouldn't be here, you're 
taking a spot from someone who can do something with the degree." 
 



 

 

"I can say, over 30 years later, I've done something with it," she said. 
 
Pruetz said she's been thrilled in recent years to see more women attorneys in the IP field, and that she 
has grown increasingly comfortable in her abilities with experience. 
 
"I have even more excitement now than when I first started," she said. "I really love this job; I've done it 
for so long and I want to keep on doing it." 
 
--Editing by Katherine Rautenberg and Brian Baresch.  
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